House-Hunting Using “ Search by Map” Can Save Lots of Gasoline

Now that the price of gas has
made it very expensive to drive
aimlessly around neighborhoods

map to exactly the areayou want.
The advantage of the “ Search by
Map” function at my own website,

looking for “For Sale”
signs, wouldn't it be
great to “fly” over those
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www.JimSmith.com,
isthat the default map
isafairly tight view of

areas digitally and get
information about each
listing that way?

| acquired alicenseto
just such a search utility
afew months ago and
put in on my website,
www.JimSmith.com. | ;
wrote about it in my -
Feb. 1st column.

Before you buy your
next $75 tank of gas, let

By JIM SMITH,
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the City of Golden,
withiconsfor al the
active listings. You
can quickly zoom and
pan this map to look at
listings elsewhere.

Also, you can choose
between a street map,
a satellite photo, or a
hybrid of thetwo — a
satellite photo display-
ing street names.

me share with you not only my
chosen map search utility but what
I know of search-by-map tools on
other real estate websites.

My company-provided website,
www.homesincol orado.com/
jimsmith, hasits own “atlas
search” function which starts out

Asyou float your pointer/mouse
over theindividual icons, it pops
up the price, street address and
exterior photo of the house, soit’s
quick and easy to “drive” through
aneighborhood and get such infor-
mation on every single listing,
regardless of price or type (condo

with amap of the entire metro area vs. single family vs. land or in-

from south of Castle Rock to north
of Ft. Collins, an areawith almost
45,000 listings. It can be time-
consuming to zoom and pan that

come). If alisting sounds interest-
ing, you can click on the icon and

it provides additional information:
beds, baths, square feet, and lot

size, with aclickable link for addi-
tional information by email.

Other playersin the “search by
map” function include the nation’s
biggest real estate website, www.
realtor.com, However, their ver-
sion, which you can choose over
their traditional search, is not very
useful at all, and requires you to
do afull parameter search instead
of just “driving” a neighborhood
looking at all listings.

Our MLS, Metrolist, has no map
search capability at all.

The“Map Search” feature on
www.remax.com, which was in-
troduced in February, has better
functionality and gives more infor-
mation than my site when you
float over alisting icon or click on
theicon, but it takes forever to
load on both my XP and Mac
computers. It starts out with a
large map with too many listings
and you must zoom and pan alot
(very slowly) before you get to a
usefully proportioned map. This
feature needs some serious work
before | can recommend it.

If you know of amap search |
haven't mentioned, please tell me.

Looking for a Few Good Real Estate Colleagues

| have decided to build ateam
of like-minded agents to take my
business — and theirs — to the
next level, and since | have many
agents among my readership, I'm
going to share my plansin this
space.

I’m using the word “team” here
because that isthe model which
works within an existing real es-
tate company, such as RE/MAX
Alliance. However, | am aso
considering whether this team
needs to be created within a differ-
ent context. All options are on the
table.

My concept depends on great
selectivity of the agents who will
be on theteam. Thiswill haveto

and be top producers. They need
to be home-based and to have the
tools, knowledge and commitment
to do the kind of high-level mar-
keting of their listings that | do.
I'd like them to have a neighbor-
hood, as | do, in which they spe-
cialize successfully.

They must be values-driven real
estate professionals, with a dem-
onstrated commitment to high
values and ethics. They must also
demonstrate a strong environ-
mental consciousness. Having
earned the eco-Broker designation
(which I’'m working on myself)
would be a definite plus.

If you believe you might fit on
this team, please contact me for

have at least two years experience additional info and an interview.
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